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Saint fitory. 

As my name appears in tbe 
Evaitqiust as editor, and I have 
been introduced to ita readers as 
■neb, it will be expected ot me to 
ear something in relation to tbe 
matter. I scarcely know how to 
appear, or what to say, eo ae not 
to exceed tbe bounds of proprie- 
ty, nor to fall short of duty. 
Yon all understand that I am 
more than 2,000 miles from be- 
ing office editor, and you will re- 
member, too, that the present 
manager, Bro. A. L. Garner, ia 
■till the acting editor ; and eo 
there does not seem to be much 
left to me but the name. In 
heart, I now take hold of tbe 
hand of my assistant, Bro. J. D. 
McFeden, and, at we span the 
continent, we will say, God bless 
onr brethren and sisters in the 
Lord ! God blesa the Evangelist 
and all who are in anywise con- 
nected with it, write for it, or 
read its important messages ! 

It is true that our relation to 
the paper seems to be almost 
nominal ; but it is equally trne, 
that, by the anneuncemente made, 
the present owners and managers 
at well as the editors and direc- 
tors appointed by the late con- 
vention, all declare themselves 
ready to do their part in carry- 
ing ont tbe wish of tbe conven- 
tion. I think we are all ready to 
do all we can, in any way, tor 
the good of the cause in which 
we are enlisted ; but ci re um stan- 
ces often prevent us from doing 
as much as we would like to do. 
It would have afforded me mnch 
pleasure to have responded to 
the call to go to Ashland to oc- 
cupy the editor's chair ; not be- 
cause I consider myself possessed 
of extraordinary qualifications 
for the work, bnt because it 
teemed to be the desire, not only 
of the convention, but also, of tbe 
present firm, that I should do so. 
I might also say that I have an 
inclination, either natural or cul- 
tivated, tor work of this kind. 
But as the Publishing House and 
interests were not transferred to 
tbe church, and as there was no 
assurance teat they would be in 
tbe near future, and on account 
of tome other considerations that 
need not be named, I have con- 
cluded, fur the present', to remain 
on the Pacific coast awhile longer. 

I might be allowed to aay that 
my owe judgment was not in 
favor of buying tbe publishing 
concern for the anarch juit at 


this time ; although I felt that, 
if the tunds could be raised, it 
waa useless to delay. As some 
others whose judgment I esteem, 
though the means could be found, 
I did not object. And as I did 
not object then, I will not do ao 
now. If the money can be rais- 
ed, I am well satisfied that it it 
folly to delay. Whether the 
price fixed was too high, or not, 
I will not presume to say ; bnt I 
feel assured ot two things — first, 
that at tbe price named the pres- 
ent owners won Id have been fi- 
nancial losers ; and second, the 
church will never boy for a small- 
er enm in the future. If it be 
desirable for the chnrch to own 
and manage her own publishing 
business, it is highly important 
that there should be no unneces- 
sary delay in the matter. But 
the question, is, bow can the 
funds be raised ? 

The conventian appointed a 
purchasing committee, but failed 
to provide the necessary capital ; 
and not only so, bnt it tailed to 
provide tor the raiting of the 
funds. Tbe committee it not to 
be censured for not making the 
purchase, under the circumstan- 
ces; and, at tbe matter now 
stands, tbe blame mnst rest on 
the convention, because it failed 
to make the necessary provisions. 
The present owners are ready to 
sell ont and make the transfer ; 
the purchasing committee it will- 
ing to do its work ; tbe directors 
appointed by the convention, the 
editor and publisher, and the as- 
sistant editor, are all waiting 
anxiously ; and perhaps, many 
brethren and sisters are waiting 
for a call to contribute ; but, with 
all this willi ngnets and waiting, 
there is a standstill tor which no- 
body is accountable. What shall 
we do ? 

To meet tbe difficulty referred 
to, "the Board of Directors have 
opened subscription books, and 
donations can now be made." 
But it occurs to me, that, as it 
was gratuitous on the part of the 
Directors, and is entirely a volun- 
tary matter on the part of the 
donors, but little can be accom 
plished in this way. Probably 
we shi.ll have this as an item of 
unfinished business tor tbe next 
convention, to be held in 1892. 
But while this is tbe probability, 
there is a possibility ot the pur- 
chase and transfer being made 
sooner, and even very soon ; and 
I should be glad to hear of it, and 
•ball try to be ready to respond 
to the call of the Board of Direc- 
tors to fill tbe editorial chair. 
Meanwhile I am willing that my 
name shall stand where it does ; 
and I will do tbe best I can, un 
der the circumstance!, for the 
good of the paper, the. Publishing 
House and the church. 

In conclusion, tor tbe present, 
I want to say tbat the editorial 
"we" will be left in the office tor 
tbe use of the aoting editor, who 
I have all confidence, will use it 
judiciously. As he is confined 
to his post of duty and has more 
to do than should be expected of 
one man, I bespeak for him our 
sympathy, onr prayers, and onr 
aid. If writers for the columns 
of the paper will beed the timely 
and appropriate advice given in 
No. 2, the paper will be much 
improved, and they will softer no 
lota. 

There ia one thing in the pres- 
ent arrangement that I do not 
admire. Tbe names of brethren 
Yoder and Mason as Associate 
Editors have been dropped. I 
hope they will be placed on the 


paper again. But if tbe Directors 
have decided otherwise, then I 
do hope tbat they will at once 
insert a list of special contribu- 
tors, and that the names ef these 
brethren be placed at the head 
ot the list. I should also like to 
see the name of Bro. A, L. Gar- 
ber as Office Editor and Manager. 
I hope, too, that no one will ex 
pert of me to fill the editorial 
columns, or even to do much in 
that direction. I will endeavor 
to write as I have opportunity, 
and to help in whatever way I 
can, bnt I shall make no special 
promises as to quantity or queti- 
ty. My own editorial notee and 
china will appear under the head 
of Pacifies, not tbat I shall con- 
fine myself to things on this 
coast, but because I want to man- 
ifest a pacific spirit in all things. 

Asking an interest in your 
prayers, I remain ae ever, your 
fellow- laborer in tbe gospel of 
Christ. 

J. W. Beer. 

Altamont, Gal., Jan. 10, 1888. 


"Teaching of the Twelve Apos- 
tles" Again, 
In Vol. ix, No 49, in a notice 
of the book entitled, "Teaching of 
the Twelve Apostles," purporting 
to set forth the facts, tbe critic 
was not as careful or explicit in 
hie statements as I should like 
him to have been. He aaya ; 

1. It was "the earliest book of 
tbe Christian Church extant;" 
and, again, "the earliest Christian 
book extant." Are we to under- 
stand that it was earlier than 
Matthew, Luke, the Acta of the 
Apostles, and some of the early 
epistles? Certai n ly not. Brien- 
nios (rives a table of thirty allu- 
sions, to New Testament scrip- 
tures, some of which are literal 
quotations. But if not earlier 
than these, was it really earlier 
than the Epistle of Barnabas or 
tbe two Epistles of Clement ? If 
so, how is it known to be so ? 
And if so, why was it placed 
after these, epistles in the tran- 
scribing ? 

2. "Its writer bad finished 
copying it in the year 1052." 
Some say A. D. 1056. 

8. "It is confidently believed to 
belong to the first century." 
Again, "earlier Certainly than 
some part of onr received book 
of scripture." These statements 
Bee m to be too strong, although 
they might be true. Roswell D. 
Hitchcock and Francis Brown in 
their editien published by Charles 
Soribner's Bona, 1884, in the In- 
troduction, p. v.; say: "This 
document belongs undoubtedly 
to the second century; possibly 
as tar back as 120 A. D., hardly 
later tban 160 A. D." Some 
critics put it ttill later, and but 
few earlier. If it can be shown 
to be "earlier certainly than tome 
part of our received book of 
Scripture," I should be glad to 
know it, as it would add much 
to ita importance. And if it 
could be shown that some of the 
apostles or of their companions 
read the work and endorsed it 
thronghont, it would give it still 
greater weight. 

4. "The doctrine of trine im- 
mersion ia plainly taught here." 
Thia is, no doubt, correct, 

6. "Those who practice sprink- 
ling and pouring have a less au- 
thority for their views in this 
book." Not literally correct, for 
this book says nothing about 
sprinkling. The sprinkler might 
console himself by saying : "If 
scarcity of water, will justify 
pouring, a little greater scarcity 


would justify sprinkling ;" bnt to 
my mind, it it certainly a vary 
mnch reduced authority and con- 
solation. Probably it would be. 
well to publish the chapter relat- 
ing to baptitm. In the edition 
already referred to it is as fol Iowa ; 

Cbapt. VII, — Now concerning 
baptism, thus baptise ye — having 
first uttered all these things, bap- 
tize into the name of the Father, 
and of the Bon, and of the. Holy 
Spirit, in rnnning water. But if 
thou hast not running water, 
baptize in other water ; and if 
thou canst not in cold, then in 
warm. But if tbon bast neither, 
pour water upon the head thrice, 
into the name of the Father and 
Bon and Holy Spirit. But before 
baptism let the baptizer and the 
baptized fast, and whatever oth- 
ers can; bat the baptized thou 
Bbalt command to fast for two or 
three days before. 

The sentence relating to foeting 
is certainly post-apostolical, and 
the same may be said ot tbe 
pouring. If abridging the mode 
is justified by a scarcity of water, 
would it not do on a desert, 
where no water at all can be had, 
to have the candidate kneel on 
the sand and let the administra- 
tor go through the formula and 
motions of a trine immersion T 
God asks no abridgment in our 
effort to do his will. He demands 
the heart — tbe whole heart; and 
where this is given, God sees the 
perfect obedience there without 
any tampering with, substitution 
for, or abridgment of his ordin- 
ances. If he does not, man's lit- 
tle experiments oau not mend the 
matter. 

In the "Teaching" single im- 
mersion is left without any com- 
fort, even on the principle of 
abridgment in case of scarcity of 
water, for where there is water 
enough for a single immersion, 
there is enough for trine immer- 
sion. And if any substitution or 
abridgment ia useless toman and 
offensive to God, it must be that 
which has no ground in reason 
or necessity. Such is single im- 
mersion, a 

Perhaps this article should not 
be closed without noticing the 
danger ot substitution. 

First, pouring was allowed on 
account ol scarcity of water ; 
next, on acconnt of the sickness 
ot tbe candidate ; then inconven- 
ience, temperature, preference 
and usage all had their influence 
in setting aside the ordinance 
commanded by Jeent Christ by 
substituting an invention of man. 
If circumstances are such that 
we cannot obey the command lit- 
erally, let us tell God that we 
would ij we could, and give our- 
selves over to hie love, mercy and 
grace; and, no donbt, it will be 
as acceptable to him, ae good for 
os, and better for others. 

J. W. B. 

Altamont, Cal., Jan. 13, 1888. 

Capacity of Man. 

Do not be deceived, your des- 
tiny is in your own bands. Men 
tell us that we are born with 
certain inherited tendencies and 
powers. Bo we are, but these 
are the very tools that God has 
given nt with which to carve onr 
characters. For instance, man, 
unlike tbe brute creation, is born 
unclothed. He hat no protection 
against the inclemency of the 
Northern blasts. Bnt be has a 
mind and a hand of wonderful 
perfection and capacity, and with 
these he can clothe himself 
against the Attic winter. Man's 
ability to occupy the colder lati- 
tudes of the globe came to 'him 
not aa an inheritance, but he in- 
herited that which enabled him 


to meet the Northern blast*. 
So, morally, we may be born 
with a tendency to idleness, to 
self-indulgence, to passion ; these 
are to us who know that they 
art there, the very fortresses 
against which to fight, tbe very 
enemies we have to conquer, and 
in tbe conquering of which we 
win ourselves, our freedom, oar 
manhood, onr character, yea, onr 
God. But if it be won, it mast 
be won now. 

In the young habits for weal 
or for woe are being formed 
every hour. Although each one 
of Bl should live to. aee eighty 
years, yet the first twenty five 
years is the longest halt of onr 
life in the formation of character. 
Good habits are infinitely better 
tban good laws. We may be 
restrained from wrong because 
the law forbids, but we are im- 
pelled to right because habit 
teach ob. Then we are conscious 
that we are thinking, speaking, 
or acting in any manner that our 
better nature condemns, as we 
hope for bright days on earth, 
and day without night in heaven, 
let us strive to conquer — rather 
stoop to conquer. Let us seek 
wisdom tbat will lift onr natures 
from the sluices ot evil, and thus 
endeavor with the help of God's 
spirit to answer the purpose lor 
which we were created. Let ue 
endeavor to develop our capacity 
to enjoy tbe higher joys which 
God bas in store for hie elect 

M? 


Yoke of Christ. 

The religion of Jesus Christ is 
a yoke. When be said "Take 
my yoke upon yon," it implied a 
law and a limit. The idea of 
law is repugnant to many minds, 
but we mnst look a little deeper 
than merely to the likes and dis- 
likes of a carnal, untutored heart. 
We see thia yoke around us on 
every band. Tbe sun is under 
this yoke law. It pursues its 
sublime tract in tbe heavens, and 
hence its usefulness to mankind. 
It there was no law, no regula- 
tions, no yoke, which should 
guide it, but was rather the 
creature of impulse, ita good, 
more than probable, would be 
tnrned into evil. The sea, too, 
is subject to the yoke ot law, and 
is kept within tbe prescribed 
bound a. 

The rivers are of no use until 
they are confined within their 
banks, and then they minister to 
the blessings of mankind. It is 
the same with beast. They are 
of no practical good to us until 
they come under tbe yoke. So 
this law rules in the highest 
real In of all. In order that we 
may be of use, and a blessing to 
tbe race, we mutt come under 
the yoke of Christ, It is herein 
we realize our high est freedom. 

M. 


Possible Works of the Church. 

The Mother church of Jeru- 
salem in tbe days of the Apostles 
had a community ot goods. The 
members disposed of their prop- 
erty aud made tbe apostles the 
possessors of all their goods 
which they held in trust for the 
members alike. Under this ar- 
arrangement an immense work 
could be done for the Lord, 
Every evangelist was sure ot sup- 
port equal to that enjoyed by any 
other one, and could devote their 
entire time to preaching ttie got- 
pal. 

We do not favor the adoption 
of that practice aa a good one at 
this stage of the World's exist- 



